Chasing greatness 


Can Vikings defense join list of NFLs all-time best? 
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The fentanyl factor 


Officials are trying to rein in the deadly, addictive, deceptive 
opioid that's killing Minnesotans at an alarming rate 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


“The stuff was so strong. They used to call it: ‘Get high or die trying...’ ” Jason Roberts says of fentanyl, a man-made opioid often combined with other 
drugs. Roberts has been sober since going through an addiction recovery program in 2015 and works for the Salvation Army as a dispatch manager. 


By Christopher Magan e cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Jason Roberts knows he’s lucky to be alive. 

A longtime heroin addict, Roberts overdosed twice on drugs laced 
with the man-made opioid fentanyl. He’s convinced he’d be dead 
today if he hadn’t been arrested for aggravated robbery in 2015 and 
entered an addiction recovery program. 

“It’s a plague,” Roberts said of fentanyl, which is 50 times more 
powerful than other pharmaceutical opioids like morphine and is 


highly addictive. 


“It’s going to be death, one way or 
another. Either your soul or your 
body will die. It’s going to kill you,” 
he said. 

Fentanyl killed 20,000 people across 
the U.S. in 2016 and was responsible 
for one out of every three drug-over- 
dose deaths, according to a recent 
report by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

And it’s here in Minnesota. Fenta- 
nyl played a role in 87 of the state’s 
395 opioid-related deaths in 2016, or 
22 percent, according to data from 
the state Department of Health. 
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many recipes. 


Make supper tonight with the help of one of our 


That’s more than twice as many 
fatalities as the year before. 

But it is not a complete picture of 
the drug’s toll because fentanyl is 
often combined with other substanc- 
es and isn’t always listed on death 
certificates. The drug’s most famous 
Minnesota victim was the musician 
Prince, who overdosed in 2016 on 
pills containing fentanyl. 

Carol Falkowski, an addiction spe- 
cialist who has worked in state 
government and with recovery 
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Increase in Minnesota opioid 
overdose deaths, 2000-2016 


Opioid overdose deaths 
have risen dramatically 
in the Twin Cities 

metro area since 2000. 
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Source: Minnesota Department of Health 
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Prepare 
fora 
political 
ruckus 


Franken’s exit puts 
bull’s-eye on state 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Get ready, Minnesota. 

We’re gonna be lavished 
with attention. And maybe 
lathered with negative cam- 
paigning. 

Thursday’s announcement 
by Sen. Al Franken that he’ll 
resign from office following 
allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct has made Minneso- 
ta the focus of the national 
political-industrial complex 
in advance of the November 
2018 elections. 

“Its everything that the 
political junkie dreams 
about and everyday people 
detest,” said Larry Jacobs, 
director of the Center for 
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Iraqis 
declare 
victory 


over SIS 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
and Susannah George 
Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — After more 
than three years of combat 
operations, Iraq announced 
Saturday that the fight 
against the Islamic State 
group is over after the coun- 
try’s security forces drove the 
extremists from all of the ter- 
ritory they once held. Iraqi 
and American officials 
warned, however, that key 
challenges remain despite 
the military victory. 

Prime Minister Haider al- 
Abadi formally announced 
the victory in an address to 
the nation aired on Iraqi state 
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More Grocery Ads and Coupons found in 
Sunday Newspapers than anywhere else! 


Save money at these stores & many more in today's paper 


Distribution based on store location. 
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